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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ADDIS 01178 140707Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ARA-10 EUR-12 NEA-10 10-13 ISO-OO SS-15 
SP-02 H-01 INR-10 PM-05 NSC-05 DODE-OO CIAE-00 
PA-01 /095W 

097358 140853Z /17-S 

R 131445Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7641 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABU DHABI 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOGADISCIO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
USMISSION USNATO 
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
USINT HAVANA 
USINT BAGHDAD 
COMIDEASTFOR 
CINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 

CONFIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 1 178 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MOPS, PBOR, ET, SO 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 ADDIS 01178 140707Z 

SUB J : CLAIMS OF FURTHER ETHIOPIAN WAR VICTORIES 
REF: ADDIS ABABA 1109; STATE 063496 (NOTAL) 

1 . ETHIOPIAN NATIONAL REVOLUTIONARY OPERATIONS COMMAND (NROC) 

HAS ANNOUNCED MAJOR VICTORIES ON EASTERN AND SOUTHERN 
FRONTS OF OGADEN CONFLICT OVER PAST 3 DAYS AT RATE WHICH 
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GIVES CLEAR IMPRESSION THAT SOMALI FORCES, BOTH REGULAR AND 
GUERRILLA, ARE IN NEARLY FULL RETREAT (OR TACTICAL WITH 
DRAWAL). LATEST TOWNS CLAIMED TO BE RECAPTURED BY ETHIOPIANS 
ACCORDING TO NROC ARE: AYSHA, ADIGALLA, DEGAMEDA AND BIO 
CABOBA, ALONG RAIL LINE NE OF DIRE DAWA; SEGEG, KEBRI DEHAR, 
KORAHE AND AWARE, SOUTH AND SSE OF JIJIGA; AND FILTU, 
BOTLAMAYO AND DOLO, ON SOUTHERN FRONT SEE OF NEGHELLI 
(SID AMO PROVINCE). IN ADDITION, RAILROAD IS NOW OPERATIONAL 
BETWEEN ADDIS ABABA AND DIRE DAWA. 

2. GIVEN SPEED WITH WHICH ETHIOPIANS ARE PRESSING THEIR 
ADVANTAGE ON ALL FRONTS OF OGADEN CONFLICT, "WAR" COULD BE 
COMPLETED WITHIN NEXT TWO WEEKS. THEN, AT LEAST IN ETHIOPIAN 
EYES, OGADEN WOULD BECOME WHOLLY "INTERNAL" AFFAIR. SOME 
ETHIOPIAN OFFICIALS HAVE INDICATED THAT THEIR GOVERNMENT IS 
EXTREMELY CONSCIOUS OF INTERNATIONAL CONCERN ABOUT WELFARE 
OF OGADENI PEOPLES AND AS A RESULT PLANS AND PREPARATIONS 
APPEAR TO BE UNDER INTENSE CONSIDERATION FOR RECONSTRUCTION 
OF WAR AREAS AND RESETTLEMENT OF DISPLACED PERSONS. IT 
SEEMS AS IF ETHIOPIANS WISH TO DEFUSE OGADEN PROBLEM AND 
DE-INTERNATIONALIZE IT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

MATHERON 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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